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The President's Amnesty Prochuuatioa.

Senator Ferry took occasion to-day to revive the
old questlou as to whether the President has author¬
ity to Issue a proclamation of general amnesty. In
the words of his resolution, "By what authority of
law" was the last proclamation lssueur The answer
of the President to this Inquiry will be that the pro¬
clamation Itself gives his authority In full, and that It
Is derived from the highest law In the land.the con¬
stitution of the United States. The second section of
the second article of the constitution states that "he
(the President) shall have power to grant reprieves
and pardons for offences against the United States,
except in cases of Impeachment." When Mr. Lin¬
coln Issued his proclamation of amnesty on the 8th
of December, 1863, he began It with the following
words:."Whereas, In and by the constitution
of the U nited States,! it is provided that
the President shall have power to graut reprieves
and pardons for offences against the United
States, except in cases of Impeachment,"
It is well known that Mr. Lincoln held the
authority above quoted to be an all sufficient
warrant for the Issue of a proclamation
of pardon, and that he regarded the thirteenth sec¬
tion of the act to suppress Insurrection, Ac., ap¬
proved July IT, 1862, as merely couflrmatory of the
President's power to pardon offences against the
United States, and not as being necessary to enable
him to grant such pardon, for, In the first clause of
the proclamation relerred to, he says:."Whereas,
laws have been enacted by Congress declaring tnat
the President was thereby authorized at any
time thereafter by proclamation to extend
to persons who may have participated In
the existing rebellion, lp any State or part thereof,
pardon and amnesty; and whereas the Congres¬
sional declaration for limited and conditional par¬
don accords with well established judicial exposition
of the pardoning power; therefore, I, Abraham
Lincoln, President of the United States, do proclaim,
declare and make known to all persons who have
participated In the rebellion that a fall pardon Is
hereby granted to them and each of them." In the
debate that occurred on the repeal of the thir¬
teenth section of the act approved July IT,
1862, Senator Trumbull declared that the sec¬
tion In question neither added to nor detracted
from the power to grant reprieves and pardons
vested In the President by the constitution. Presi¬
dent Johnson also holds that all the authority requi¬
site to issue a proclamation of pardon and amnesty
is given to the President by the constitution, and
that neither the passage of an act of Congress nor
Its repeal can affect it. He holds that It will scarcely
be denied that the power to grant pardon Is con¬
ferred by the constitution, for that very word is
used. The only doubt that exists seems to be in
reference to the word amnesty. Therefore, it
cannot be denied, treason being an offence
against the United States, that the President has
power to pardon a single Individual, or two, tnree
or a dozen, and In troth, there is no law limiting the
snmber that may be included In a pardon. Conse¬
quently, there can be no question as to his right to
Issue a proclamation of pardon, mentioning by¬
name every person who was concerned in the re¬
bellion. The only difference, then, Detween such s

proclamation and the one that was Issued is that
the persons pardoned were not named. The two
words pardon and amnesty are regarded by the Presi¬
dent as synonymous terms; pardon used in the sense
of remitting tbe penalties for an offence or crime
committed, and amnesty as tbe removing or blot¬
ting out of tbe offences of a number of persons.In
short, a general pardon, proclaimed as an amnesty,
to avoid the. tedious process of pardoning in detail.
Thus It will be seen the President regards the terms
pardon and reprieve to be included In tbe term am¬

nesty, and there Is the very best of evidence to show
that President Lincoln viewed this power of the
President In precisely the same light. If, therefore,
Congress shall declare that the President has no

power to Issue a proclamation of general amnesty,
a proclamation of general amnesty. The only effoct
would be to augment to an astonishing degree the
labor and expense of pardoning the remaining
offenders, for each Individual would bo granted a

pardon and amnesty on a separate form.
A Quiet Day ta the Huuse.

When the House met to-day there was barely a

quorum present. Tbe eccentric Mullins, of Tennessee,
wanted to defend the constitution by having a call of
the House; but this was not effected until a vote was
taken, when a division by tellers showed that lffo
members were In the ball. No business of special
importance was transacted. Considerable time was
taken up In personal explanations about newspaper
attacks upon members for their abuse of the frank¬
ing privilege. At three o'clock the House, for lack
or more profitable business, went into Commlt'.ee of
tbe Whole.

NwsstMttaas Cwnlrated.
In executive session to-day tbe Senate confirmed

the following nominations:.William H. Russell,
Collector of Internal Revenueffor the Second district
of Connecticut; Charles C. l)ame. Collector of Inter¬
nal Revcnne for the Fifth district of Massachusetts;
c. 0. Megru, Assessor of Internal Revenue for the
Second district of Ohio.
A Busy Mcasioa far the Fl.arc Cnmlttm.
Some Indications appear that at least tbe Finance

Committee of the Senate will not be idle during tbe
remaining two months of tbe session. They met
to-day, and after disposing of various nominations
for offices in tbe Internal revenue, lnolnding that of
Commissioner, agreed to meet every day in the fore¬
noon for the future and go earnestly to work In
framing a report which will aim to embrace tbe
clearest and moat comprehensive scheme for settling
the permanent basis or tbe national debt, for ar¬
ranging tbe condition of the finanoee and paving the
way to specie payments. The amount of material
at the service of tbe committee Is already immense.
Elaborate reports, essays, speeches and Mils In¬
numerable have accumulated on their hands. It will
become their business to proceed at once through
this mass of financial suggestions, taking the best
points they discover and sweeping sway the rubbish.
To inaugurate the work In earnest and draw around
him and his colleagues all tbe oo-operatlon possible
Senator Hhesman has decided to give a party at his
honse next Friday evening, in the name of the
Senate Finance Committee to the Committees of Ap¬
propriations of both bouses, the Ways and Means,
the Banking and Currency Committee and the heads
of all the bureaus In the Tressury Department. At
this party, which la an entirely new Idea In Con¬
gressional practice, the members of the Finanoe
Committee will be introduced to the gentlemen of
the other committee* and ofrthe Treasury Depart¬
ment, thos estaithshlng an acquaintance which will
be of considerable advantage to all concerned. With
all tbe assistance and experience the committee In¬
tend to group about them there should be every
reason to hope that the financial problems will re¬
ceive a satisfactory solution and the country be
reassured that wisdotnand statesmanship still reside
In the national councils.

Mm Meo.Iff flea for Ooorsrla.
Senator Stewart, of Nevada, took the initiative to¬

day on tbe question of reconstructing over again tbe
State of Georgia, and presented for tbe edification of
tbe Senate a bill which Illustrate* better than any¬
thing that has yet been Introduced the mania
of party recklessness. It gravely proposes thst all
the officers elected under the preeent constitution
In Georgia, and not disqualified by the fonrteenth
amendment, shall remain In office. In other words,
Ail the republicans shall stay in and ail the demo-

era's shall go out, while thoao who aro In aro
authorized to hold a convention on the 1st of March
to amend the present constitution to suit themselves
and then submit it to the people, by whom no votes
shall be cast but such as are delsgnated In the
amended instrument, providing, however, says this
ingeniously constructed document, that uo one
shall be prohibited from voting on account of race or
color. This arrangement would bring more unal¬
loyed rapture to the hearts of the carpet bag fra¬
ternity and their colored supporters than the confis¬
cation scheme of the lamented Thaddeos Stevens.
Come oi" the Late Troubles In Georgia.
Senator Pomeroy to-day received a letter from

Georgia in which it Is stated that the recent troubles
on the Ogeechec river were caused by the refusal of
planters to share the crops equitably among the
negroes, which they claimed pursuant to last year's
contract. Similar difficulties occurred as to the
previous crops. The negroes this time declared the
crops should not be removed till they had their Just
share. General Baxton,, with two companies of
soldiers, went to the scene of conflict, arrested the
ringleaders ami divided the crops according to
contract.

A Petition from Colored Georgians.
A petition of 600 colored citizens of a county In

Georgia was received by the Senate to-day, com¬
plaining of the present form of government as not
being Biifllciently loyal, and that more than a pru¬
dent number of rebels were allowed the privilege of
voting. It called for the reinstatement of the
colored members ejected by the Legislature and the
restriction of the suffrage to loyal men. Out of the
600 names attachod only a dozen or so were able to
writo their own; the rest were Inscribed by one

hand, witn a cross mark after each. Petitions of this
character arc very numerous, and should be taken
cum qratio sail*.
Madden Collapse of the Colored Representa¬

tive.
Menard, the colored Representative from Louisi¬

ana, wno came here to take a scat In Congress and
did not, has gone home in disgust. It Is said here
that he was necessitated to get money from tlie
Freedmcn's Bureau fund to carry him to Lousiana.

The Alaska Bribery Investigation.
The Committee on Publlo Expenditures, to whom

is entrusted the Investigation of the alleged bribery
in the Alaska purchase, failed to hold a meeting to¬
day, owing to the absence of the chairman, Calvin
T. Huiburd.
A Pertinent Inquiry.Males of Gold by the

Treasarer Since 1863.
With a view to ascertaining some of the mysteries

of the sales of gold by the government, through its
agents In New Tork, since 1863, when the govern¬
ment first became a seller, Mr. Morrell, of Pennsyl¬
vania, has prepared the following resolution, which
he will offer in the House at the first opportunity:.
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be

and he Is hereby requested to furnish to this House a
statement showing the aggregate amount of gold
coin sold by the government since .lauusrv 1,1861, m
each year, with the date and amount of each sale, the
rates and amount of premium realized, the commis¬
sions and expenses attending the same, ana to whom
paid, and stating particularly to what account such
expenses and commissions were charged ana to
what account the premiums were credited.
In all reports made by the Secretary of the Trea¬

sury heretofore it baa been found Impossible to ascer¬

tain the Information called for In the ahove resolu¬
tion. The accounts of gold sales have always been
mixed witli other accounts, so that nobody was able
to tell anything about them.

The Cansalar Appropriation Bill.
The Consular and Diplomatic Appropriation bill,

reported to-day, appropriates $1,106,234 for all pur¬
poses, being $116,000 less than the appropriation of
last year. Among the items are the following:.
For salaries of envoys extraordinaire, ministers and
commissioners to the great Powers, $310,000; for
salaries of Secretaries of Legation, $30,660; for con¬
tingent expenses of missions abroad and foreign tn-
tcrconrse, $100,000; for expenses of consulates In
Turkish dominions, $2,600; for protection of American
seamen abroad, $60,000; miscellaneous expenses of
consuls, $40,000; for expensesjuider the Neutrality
act, $10,000. A clause Is inserted in the bill making
to a punishable offence for consuls to demand for
certificates of tnvoloes fees greater than are allowed
by law.

The Russian Mission.
Smythe's nomination tor the Russian mission baa

not yet come op. It la said that he will have wore
votes than neceeaary for a confirmation.

The Patcat Oflka Htatlonery Frasds.
For aome tune past there have been a number of

conflicting reports afloat about the stationery
contracts of the Interior Department, charges
of fraud among the contractors, of collusion
among officials and complaints of general
dissatisfaction all around were freely circu?
lated. In the Hkrald of Monday a detailed
statement was published, giving the resul t a attend¬
ing the exploration of the House Printing Committee
Into the stationery contracts of the Interior Depart¬
ment. Their report places the Commissioner of
Patents In tho light of one with a disposition very
easily Imposed upon and with little taste for figures
agd the exact fulfilment of contracts. The contract¬
ors are represented as being decidedly Inclined to
make sharp and profitable bargains. Now another
report appears (Tom a board of examiners, com¬
posed of three gentlemen, ono selected by
the Commissioner of Patents, one by the Secretary
of the Interior and the other suggested by the con¬
tractors.themselves. After dne investigation they
come to the conclusion that "No evidence of any
fraud or collusion was given or taken before as Mist
would implicate the contractors. The articles fur¬
nished were such as were specified tu the contracts
and schedules attached and at the prices specified.''
They proceeded to state that the purchases may be
considered a matter of contract, particularly when
the payment of the bills rendered sre by mean.* of
a requisition upon the Treasury signed by the
Commissioner of Patents and the Secretary of the
Interior. Further on they state that no doubt exists
but tbst the Commissioner of Patents contracted for
000,000 sheets of bond paper at the price of eight
cents per sheet, making the whole oost |4«,ooo. Tho
office received 800,340 sheets, the rest was tendered,
but refused, and is subject to delivery upon
the adjustments of accounts. But It seems
there was n prior contract for ao.ooo sheets
of bond paper. Eleven thousand of these
were received by the office, but tho contractors
obtained payment for 3ft,OOo. In explaining this ac¬
count tlw board of examiners say that tho contrac¬
tors had 370,000 sheets of another clad of paper to
deliver, a portion of which would bo an onset to the
amount overdrawn. They conclude, however, by
stating that if the firm do not furnish the 17,000
sheets charged for and not delivered that the
amount should bo deducted from their account,
other matters which refer to the Interests of the
Patent Office will form the subject of another report
by the board of examiners.

Msrn Wehomes sf Pahlb- Plunder.
The usual social foUcttatlon* wen- exchanged by

Senators this morning on meeting once more for
legitimate business after the holiday recess. There
were thirty-seven present; but through the afternoon
several more dropped in and made the number over
forty. Senator Banner was, as usual, the first to
engage ths attention of the chair, while he poured
out a flood of bills, petitions and resolutions, num¬
bering In all nearly a dozen and a half. Of the seven
bills be Introduced one or two may finally emerge
(torn a committee only to disappear again for all
time. Senator Pomeroy introduced one of that In¬
teresting family of bills which hsve recently grown
to such formidable dimensions.for establishing
steamship lines ami bnlldlag railroads out of I'ncls
flam's pocket. Mr. Pumeroy's project mediiaics tho
employment of two steamships to carry the malls
between New York and Vera Cms every fif¬
teen days, the contract not to exceed a term
of ten yean, and the Postmaster ueneral being
authorised to make lu This offers s nice speculation
for the owners of any worn-out and profitless pro¬
pellers calculated to float aft two kaots an hour and
safe enough to carry a few matltmgs containing cor¬
respondence for a score of American families at the
city of Mecloo. Senator Rice Introduced another of
them wild-cat bills.a aovelty, too, by tba way. It
was nothing lass than a bill to Incorporate the Cen¬
tral Railroad Company, In the Indian Territory, and
gave for Incorporators tho names of people belong¬
ing to the Creek, Cherokee end Chickasaw tribes of
Indians, with the proviso tbst any others who cbooso
might also become incorporators.

The Besteed Invest lent ion.
The *nh-committee of the House Judiciary held

another meeting this morning, I be three member <,

Messrs. Woodbriilge, Eldrulgo and Churchill, being
present. The examination of henator Spencer, of
Alabama, wan resumed and continued till noon.
No oUter witnesses appeared to-day, but nearly a
dozen are on hand.

BwhaMlea to the Union Pnclfle Railroad.
In a communication laid before the Houao.to-day

from the Secretary of the Interior to President John-
sou, dated December 18, he says:.
The Union I'acltlc Railroad Company has received

bonds ou utiO miles of lta road, amounting to
$22,798,000. The commission has submitted favor¬
able reports upon twooeotkNis of tweuty miles each,
but no ftvecutlve action has been taken upon them.
The amount of $1,280,000, which will be due the
company in tho event of your acceptance of these
sections, is thus retained by the government.
The government subsidies, which will be
earned upon the completion and equipment of the
remainder of the road, It is believed, w ill be suiil-
clent, with the foregoing amount, to guarautee its
completion as a first class road. Since the date of
this communication the two sections have oceu ac¬
cepted.

The Denver Pacific Railway.
Governor Bvans, President of the Denver Pacific

Railway and Telegraph Company, savs the reports
sent out to the effect that the company has received
aid from the government heretofore or that it now
asks for any, except in lands. Is erroneous. That
all It asks is a transfer of lands that have been
already granted to the Union Pacific, Eastern Divi¬
sion, Company, wdh its assent.

Troops Encased in the Indian War.
In compliance with the Semite resolution of the

14th ultimo the Secretary of War to-day transmitted
to the Senate a statement as to the number of United
States troops employed in connection with the
Indian hostilities in protecting the Missouri river
traffic and the Union i'acitlc Railroad, and otherwise
policing that region or the eouutry, of which the
following la a recapitulation:.
Number of regular troops employed In guarding

aud policing the frontier, 10,091; operating against
Hie Indians and policing the frontier, 0,824; opera¬
ting against the Indians, 2,119; guarding tho Union
Pacific Railroad and policing the frontier, 857; guard-
lug the Union Pacific Railroad, 406; guarding the
traffic on the Missouri river, 1,352: operating against
the Indians and guarding the Union Pacific Rail¬
road, 3,J>o3. Total regular troops, 26,001; add volun¬
teer troops, 1,213.aggregate, 20,814.

Rewards for Friendly Indians.
The Senate received this rather novel communica¬

tion to-day from the Secretary of the Interior, ad¬
dressed to him by Commissioner Taylor, of Indian
affairs:.
Sir.1 have the honor to state that It is customary,

when a President of the United States lias been
elected, to have medallions or such President made
and purchased for distribution to sotue of tho chiefs
aud head men of .he different Indian tribes at peace
with and under the jurisdiction of the government,
and also to any other momber or members of any
tribe who may have proved deserving of some spe¬
cial mark of favor or recognition from tho govern¬
ment. I have therefore caused on estimate of ap¬
propriation ($6,000) required for medallions of U. R.
Grant, President elect, to be prepared and respect¬
fully ask that the same be laid before Congress for
its action. Tours, obediently, N. u. Ta i LOK.
Nomination of Internal Revenue Commis¬

sioner.
The precise action of the committor on ttie nomi¬

nation of camming* for Internal Rcvenuo Commis¬
sioner is difficult to arrive at, but it is generally
understood that it was laid on the table, which Is
equivalent to killing It

Petition for the Pardon of Dr. lUudd.
, Paul iiagley, the missionary, is circulating a peti¬
tion here for the pardon of Dr. Mudd, now a prisoner
at Dry Tortugas. It Is headed by lion. Stevenson
Archer and Is signed by twenty other democrats of
both Bouses.

Hupreme Court Proceedings.
The follow ing cases were argued in the Supremo

Court to-day:.No. 21. The Steamship China, Iler
Tackle, Ac., vs. Walsh et al; case In admiralty. Ar¬
gument concluded. No. 22. The Louisiana Mutual
Life Insurance Company vs. Tweed; action in policy
of insurance. Argument commenced.

Mysterious Death of Two Colored Men.
There was considerable excitement in the upper

part of this city to-day. ia consequence of two
colored men being found dead in their beds, at the
residence of the French Minister. Large crowds
were surrounding the house. Reports were current
that they wero either suffocated or poisoned.

Health of Ueoeral Hpinuer.
General Spinner still remains very unwell, and is

unable to be at his desk at the Treasury Department.
Personal.

General Logan appeared in his scat to-day,
although still suffering from sickness.
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Tup Senate resumed its session at twelve o'clock,
tbe following named Senators being present:.
Messrs. Buckalew, Cattell, Cole, Conkllng, Dixon,
Davis, Edmunds, Perry, Peasenden, Fowler, FrcUng-
huysen, Grimes, Harlan, Harris, Howard, Howe,
Kellogg, McCrecry, Morgan, Morrill, of Vermont;
Morton, Nye, Patterson, or New Hampshire; Patter-
son, of Tennessee; Pomeroy, Rloe, Robertson, Boss,
Sanlsbnry, Sherman, Stewart, Snmner, Trumbull,
Tickers, Wade, Warner, WUley, Williams, Wilson.

COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVE!! AND REFERRED.
The President laid before the Senate communi¬

cations from the Secretary of War transmitting a
statement of the number of troops, regular and vol¬
unteer, employed in service against tbe Indians.
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.
Also a communication from the Secretary of the

Treasury, transmitting a report of the Special Com¬
missioner of tbe Revenue, Mr. D. A. Wells, and ask¬
ing the attention of Congress to his recommenda¬
tions. Referred to the Commit tee on Finance.
Mr. Sherman, (rep.) of Ohio, offered a resolution to

order the printing of 10,000 copies of the report for
the use of the Senate. Reierred to the Committee
on Printing.

PETITIONS PRESENTED.
Mr. Sitmner, (rep.| of Mass., presented "vcrai

petitions of cltueus of Virginia asking the r moval
of their political disabilities. Referred to the Com¬
mittee on the Judiciary.
Also a petition of Hungarian citizens In the tTnlted

States, praying for the establishment of a Consulate
General of the I'dCulled States at Buda, Pesth. Refer¬
red to the Committee on commerce.

Also the petition of the University of Virginia,
praying the remission of duties upon oerutin apps-
raius ordered from Europe. Referred to the Commit¬
tee on the Judiciary.
Also a petition of citizens of Philadelphia and

Louisiana, fbr a constitutional amendment securing
equal political rights to all citizens.
Also a petition of citizens of Georgia, setting forth

the troubled state of things existing in that state
and prying the Intervention of Congress. Referrod
to tbe goniinlttec on the Judiciary.
Mr. Pomkrot, (rep.) of Kan., pr<*ented a petition

praying for the passage or a civil service old, the
transfer of the Indlau bureau to the War Department
and Increased economy In every department of tiiu
government, which was referred.

STHMARINE TSI.BORAPHE.
Mr. Morton, irep.) of Ind., offered a Joint resolution

forbidding the landing of any submarine cable in any
part of the (territory of tne United state* without
tbe consent of t ongres*. Referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

THE raS-UPRNTM AMNESTY rEOCLANATION.
Mr. Perry, irep.) of Conn., offered a resolution

requesting the President to transmit a copy of Ids
late amnesty proclamation, with a statement of the
authority by which he Issued It. Mr. Perry said that
he offered the resolution bemuse although he favored
the amnesty he doubted the right of the president to
grant it in this sweeping way, and he wished to have
the question settled.

Mr. Howard, (rem) or Mich., was very glad that
the attention of the Senate had been called to the
question. He thought It important I bat the peoplo
of the United States should know Whether the Provi¬
dent had such a dispensing power as was implied
in the issne of this proclamation. I to believed ihai
the assumption by tho Executive of such a power
was entirely unwarranted by the constitution.
Mr. Oonei.1 no, (rep.) of N. T., remarked that even

in England, of late years, it has never been Insisted
that the King had a right to pardon by general pro¬
clamation without naming anybody pardoned. The
President's proclamation assumed not merely that
he had a right to pardon A. H., charged witlt an
offence tint not convicted, nut that ha has a right
to dispense clemency to all persons whatever. If
that assumption Is correct, then wo Governor of
New York bad a right to pardon and set free all per¬
sons accused O suspected-of burglary, arson and
mnrder, or sny other crimes -a claimed power never
.xerdsed and never claimed.
Mr. DooLrrri-K, (dem.) of Win. said the Supreme

Court had expressly decided In thfle case of Garland
that the President has power, hy general proclama¬
tion, at any time after the commission of the offence.
before legal proceeding* or during their pendency,
as well after as before .conviction, to par lon offend¬
ers, and that Congress had BO right whatever to
limit this power, In the exercise of w hieh tne Presi¬
dent represents the sovereignty of the peoplo of
tho United States. He read from the decision of tho
supremo CeVrt In the Garland case In support of his
position.
Mr, goniunu inquired whether it was decided la

tho Garland (¦»». that the President could pardon la
general terms before couvicuou.
Mr. 1 »«><.>! ittus replied that tie believed that Gar-

mati)i|U!i *Jurc'ouet' wudur sue it a goueiul prociu-
Mr. Kkkuy anted whether the Senator made any

distinction iM'tweeu pardon and amnesty.
Mr. Ooourrui said no. 'iho quosiion whether the

persons pardoned were named in the proclamation,
in his opinion, was Immaterial and had not been de¬
cided by Uie Court because no one lias thought of
raking it. The President having the right to pardon
one offender ha»l. as a matter of course, a right to
pardon another or several peraous together, gulitv
or accused of the same oflbuoe.
MT- I'i'ht inouuyskn, irep.) of N. J., also was giad

that attention was called to the proclamation,
aittioigh he though* it more important us raising a
great question in regard to the powers of the Execu¬
tive taau in any other respect. He did not tiud iu
tne constitution a grant of auy such power as the
President claimed in the case, nor power to grunt
amnesty at all. In England the king had such
power, hut that was because he represented the
sovereignty of the nation, against which the offence
is commuted. There it is the King vs. A. It.; but
in the l ntted 8tutes it is not the President vs. A. a,
but the People vs. A. a

jUv.s, tdem.) of Ky., approved of thercolu-
! .f11°r fuil"iry because the BUbiect wis important;
but ho had no doubt of tho ITcsldout's right to grant

ii,.u,^Uhl^, F'e constitution vesting such pow.-r
wholly in the President.not at all in Congress. Ho
thought there could lie uo doubt of the right to par¬
don before conviction as well as after.
_
Mr. ConkUNO remarked that tho decision in the

go so far as Mr. Doollttle
thought it did. Iho question, jie said, was not
hlieiher Hi© President could paftlon a luauiorau
offence, but whether he could ihus pardon all men
for all alienees.a very important question.

lhJOi.nTL« sahl that he hiul been mistaken lit
my tuat (larland wa$ pardoned under a ironenil
amucatv without being named; but he held the de¬
cision in that case to be that the power of the frost-
dent to pardon and prunt reprieves except In tho
ewe of lnipcaohmeut is unlimited.

and tt ww adopu-d^ thWl UU">" "1>on th0 rC30lut1011

AMENDMENT OP TBI NATION A I, BANKINO LAW.

om^fl »LLKOIi:irop'' 01 ll" rodnced a bill to

552??®ctu,,,'kcNl "Au act to provide a national
l»Tf, n

P'^O of public stocks, and to

£5X5? Circulation and redemption thereof,"
uicli was referre<l to the Ooiiiuiiitoo on finance.

. °?e luakes it uulawiul for any bank organ¬
ized under tno said uct to pay or receive interest or
money in any form for or ou account of any deposit
mauo by, with, or on account of auy other bank.
Mra.tto».or provided, however, that
tne State, city and town treasuries may receive in¬
terest on their deposits iu auy bunk or banks.
Hectlon t wo prohibits any bank ofUcers from ccr-

check, arart or note, or to issue
of doposlt or other evidence of dent,

nn.ess at the time of such certificate or Issue tho
w hole amount so certified Is In the aci ual keeping
or said bank and payable on demaud.
.nShBhi"r WW*that hereafter ail deposits
i?Jn i

nltcd .states In auy national bank
shall bo special deposits, not to boused by said banks
for loans or discounts, but held subject to draft by
the Treasurer of the 1 nltcd states or other dlsburs-

and 8UPl1 at'l»06lu Hhall uot bo subject to
ia\arion.
Section four provides that the Comptroller of the

Currency may at any time call on any banking asso¬
ciation for a stalenient of its affairs on auy past day

X specified, and such report shall be made
Within Ave dais after tho receipt of tho requisition
therefor, with a ponalty of $loo for every
days delay of such report after the said

abstracts of such report shall bo
published by the Coinpt roller In a news¬
paper In the city of Washington, and a report of
nana separate association Htiu.ll be published in a

place wbcre tlie association Is eg.
tabUshed or in the nearest place thereto, such pub

expeQ*° o( the association making
5.} mpott, kadi association Is required to report

»2n ? oiupcroller on the firstTuesday oi each mouth
the condition of the association ou the preceding
day, said statement lo include a report of loiuw and
discounts, specie, deposits and circulation.

MEXICAN MAIL STEAMS 1111* 8KKVJCK.

11 , °>n';*,IY Introduced a hill to authorize the es-

i u !UuL1'?J"r,OPOausteamship service betwt n
the i.nited states and Mexico, which was referred to
tin Committee of i'ost Ofllcos and Kouda.

It authorizes the Postmaster General to make con-
iracts. to continue not exceeding ten years, for iho
transportation of all mailable matter between New
\nrk ami the ports of Sisal and Vera Cruz, with re¬
sponsible parties possessing ample ability to furnish
the necessary steamships, provided that lie require

tt llia" ideaiushifl from New York ut
least once lu fifteen dsys, and tiinr the expense of
such service shall not exceed #\ouo per round trip.

failure to perform regular voyages, a ro
deduction is to be made from the compensation

and suitable fines and penalties may also bo imposed
i aD*i ^regularities in iue jterformsnce of
service according to contract.

TUE NEW YOKE ANIl LONDON TKI.ROKAPH.

v\22 Introduced a bill to authorize the
New York, Newfoundland and 1-ondon Telegraoh
l ompany to land oue or more submarine cables upon
tho shores of tho tinted Stales, aud lo maintain and
r.m .,?» c,,Bforthe transmission of messages
and intelligence between the United states and Ku-
I'i.ff or ll'" Intermediate places, during the

fimminl? B. i.c<)u,,,anj'8cl''irlL'r- Hcferred to the
coinuiitiee on Commerce.

HEfO.NSTKriTION OK OBOHOTA.

.*J;.wkwakt, (rep.) of Nev. introiluced a bill to
enable the people of Ueorgla to form a State gov-

' rpPu,)uca" in form, which was referred to
the Committee on tho Judiciary.

Pl?v",<* ** U»® repealing of so mneh of the
at i of Jane Ja, HMW, as relates to Georgia, and luaklug
the government of the Htato provisional only

5?I ,SJi Jrcl th® act of March j, lHflj.
All ofQcerrt elected unuer Uie present pro-
posed constitution of said Mate wlio are uotdis-
franchised by the fonrteenth amendment or any

E2SH&. al",'v?. ®enM°ned, except members of the
i.t gisiatnre. shall continue lu otneo until the Mate
be fully restored. It further provides that such
members of the Convention elected under the laws
of< digress to form a Slate constitution as are not
disfranchised shall assemble on the lirst Monday of
March next, Pith fhll powers to aitsr or amend said
constitution In any manner not in conflict with the
laws of Congress and the constitution. Said State
constitution, as amended, shall i.c submitted to tho
people at such time as the Convention may appoint
and on rattfeatioa or rejection of said amended conl
!hi?,U^n PS"0"*. .'"! no others, snail vote aa
shall be pn.scribed in said amended constitution,
provided that uo peraon shall tic excluded from vok
lug on account of race or ouior. When said amended
constitution shall have lieeu miiflcu by a majority of
the votes it may he submitted for the consideration
or lougrcsit.

BILLB KKFF.KRID.
Mr. SrMNr.u introduced a Mil providing that acces¬

sories to n violation of the tlny-iiitli section of Hie
National Currency act shall receive the name puuUu-
MM as tln> principal of the association.

Also a lull dectanng thai the wonia "trial at com¬
mon law.'* i.i the llmi acciioti ofM act of July, ML
reiuUiig to the competency of witnesses, shall lie
lieltl to Include criminal trials ami proceedings; also
judges to Impose sentences of Imprisonment, Willi
uanl iabor, in eases where the law merely provides
lor Imprisonmenu
Also a lull to regulate prosecutions under the laws

of the United States for embezzling and kindred of¬
fences, inak rig a general allegation of embezzle¬
ment, Ac., SitiiTclenFlu the Indictment, and making
110 restriction as to the araouut embezzled.
Also a bill to repeal the act of February 2ft, lttO.T,

prohibiting me Importation of certain persons Into
certain State<

All of which wen referred to the Committee on
the Judiciary.
Mr. felitstNhu also introduced a bill to provide for

the execution in the District of Columbia of commis¬
sions Issued by the courts of the States and Terrim-
rtes and of foreign nations, and ror taking deposi¬
tions to l« used tn such courts. Referred to the
Committee on the District of Columbia.
Also a bill to provide for the punishment of acces¬

sories In criminal offences against the United Status.
Referred to the Committee on tne Judiciary.

krpouts or pacific railroad conpamis.
Mr. IlowAttn offered a resolution directing the Sec¬

retary of the Treasury to transmit copies of the last
anuual reports or the Union Itclflo Railroad Com¬
pany, the Northern lUclfl. Railroad Company, the
Atlantic and I'aclflo Railroad Company, and the
Southern I'actflo Railroad Company, which was
adopted.

TilR CLAIM OP tVR MURI'lIV, OP ALABAMA.
Mr. IIowr, irep.) of Wis., called up the bill for the

relief of Sue Murphy, of Decatur, Ala
Messrs. Fkbi.inoupvsf.*, (rep.) of N. J., and

Howard read arguments against allowing the claim,
taking the general ground thai the government was
not bound to Indemnify persons for losses inflicted
by the war.
Mr. Ilown advocated the claim upon the ground

that even If the government were not ob tged to pay
for hswes inflicted by the army, It certainly was
obliged to |>uy for properly of loyal citizens taken
and used by itself.
Mr. OoreLtftd made an nrgumont against paying

the claim.
AMotmwMnwr.

without acting upon the hill the Senate at forty
¦MNtoa pas) tnreo went Into egiu'iiwftfl .ioi,
alter whicu a short open session was held sud the
Senate adjourned.

HOUSE or BXrUSEITTAnVEI.
WAftHIMOTOW, Jan. ft. ISA).

Tne Bpsairh anaonnced that the recti* having
expired the Uoiwe resumed its session.

TIIR diplomatic APPROPRIATION mil
Mr. WASfiBt'RRtt, (rep.) of 111., mm the Committee

on Appropriation*, reported a bill making appropri¬
ations for the consular and diplomatic expenses of
the government tor the year ending Jone M, ihto.
Mr. Mnu.iKS, (rep.) of Tenn., rose to n question of

order, believing that n quorum was not present. He
movisi that the roll of memberz be called. The
question was iskeu and decided in the negative.

Tlie MR reported by Mr. Waahhurne was referred
to the Commutes Of the Whole on the State of the
I nion. and made the special order lor to-morrow
and from day to day nntii disposed of.

TRAMSPOaTAriOK OP TilK OVSRI.AMD Mill-
Mr. Wahiihiknb, (rep.) of III., by instruction of the

Committee on Appropriations, offered a preamble
and resolution setting forth that on the 1ith of Do-
ceuilier, |h»ia, the lloofle referred to that commlttee a
letter from the Postmaster Cencral In aniwer to a
resolution of tho House relative to the contract for
carrying the overland malls, ami
WS,USA It *p|"ar* from s roramimlestten from ftnsr'sl

Aorwi.Agcol lis., tolas Hut, UOOis1' *. MlLsIMmi, SeiWHl

ut Port.waster Benn-al, itaUnsUmt W- Ilt, Fsrgi Jk Co.. ih«
°e"'r*2fr».for lr» .nliruu<). of .,,1 £*, uro uui

juuvModjsilequsto fsciliden, *n.| thai eirrew mrttor Imi

th.'iml"..., lC(£? 3 "j!" of Uttf which W.-rv loft ..II

th. rout* (lav after day aud wr.k after an k, and uo er nra

»i'LIt,!iajniit^'n of Nuv,n»t,er poun.n o. mail
matter were piled up In an open .lock yard; and whereat It
w reported by the «ieolal agent that the employ,¦» of Welle,
fortMli It

° * rifling the letter mall; th.ro-

JwaSST tlMieral be directed Co make
no payment to Vt elle, IWrgn ,t Co. until a full etamtnatioa l>o

i.'.o]* ?l?«. contract with Welle, Fargo .v Co., and lulo tho
truth at the ohargoeof the .ih-i .1 a ent of the l'oal itil

carryiug'themaila"1"* 'h* .l':la'lu,UiClu» of'eald tlrra in

Mr. Johnson, (dern.) °f cal., objected to the con-
sldi ration of tUe resolution at this time,
nt tn »tBCKNK ualtl lie wouui move u suspension
or tuo rules on Monday next to ace whether tho
House would pass the resolution.

1110

.ro-fAV,^OOTU. of I"-. referring to the
Woiiu fiLS* ®ve',aud Ulal> m connection with
Hmwo m!t* * c®-« Mfced permission of tho
nmllr^ r^ resolution be offered for the appoini-
obartfeih * 'H'eclal to Investigate the

sal(lth® Oommlttee on Appronrl-
be raised? e*lr0U3 lUat * committee should

KNOOURAC.KttBVT OF ItORTICPLTtTRB.

ii,m ,r i C'iIAo' Cep,) N-V., presented ihe pelt-
^ , i Cai'vv,°'Mli «f I'otighkeepatu, N. v., and

askhujr f'!e'la^fu 0 'iruP° Growers' AfciOClat toil,

veutors of uew ^nou. l° protect "d ««w»ur»«o m-

whicW wWaT>* iri,p''A<>t NMaL.T^mwinoed a bill,
which w 1V8 referred to tho Comuittteti on Oooiuierct*
to extend the Mwg relative to

1LLBOA.L CONSULAR FKiirf,
On motion of Mr. Wasiiburnb. of iiilnoU a ro«o.

Union was adopted that the Secretary of the Trea¬
sury be directed to inform the Uoiuu whether any
consular officers of the Unite,I states have demanded
and received or are now demanding and receiving
for the verification of invoices tees greater than
those provided by law: if go, what consular officers
and want amount received; and thai the secretary
also tnform the House what consuls have failed or
neglected to make returns and for how long a ttuie-
and that he further Inform I he House of the probable
amount now due to tho bulled States in the uaudsof
such officers.

FllLKDuM OF TRANSIT IN THE UNITKD STATH3.
Mr. Butlkr, (rep.) oi Mints., introduced a bill to

secure, and protect tho freedom of transit in the
united btates. itoierred to the Judiciary Coinxnlt-

It provides that no citizen of tho mitcd States, in
passing froin one place to another within the same,
snail be subject to eaplas, summons, citation or
other process, of whatever name or uaturo in civil
action, suit or cause, whether on mesne process or
execution in ouy Mate, Territory or district through
which ho may be passing aud of which he is nota
citizen, unless he shall voluururlly tarry therein for
the space of moro than forty-eight hours. All
processes and writs contrary to the provisions of this

mi, !iiBi ! hl.. Uli" aud voM- I'crsous offi-nding
¦hull be hold guilty of a high tnlsdotueanur and sub¬
ject to indictment, and on conviction be fined not
less than 4l,ooo nor more than $10,000, and tui-
praoneu not less than one nor more than ten years
in the discretion of the Court.

TUK ARIZONA MAI I. SERVICE.
». KLa; (rep.) of N. H., asked leave to offer a pre-

amide and resolution providing for a special com¬
mittee of live members, to investigate certain news¬
paper charges against Postmaster General Randall
In connection with tho Arizona mall service.
Mr. McRke, (rep.) of Ky., objected to the consider¬

ation of the resolution.
a., o.

"HFCMITION OF SPIK IR PAYMENTS.

rosoiuUon^8' 01 S' Y" otrored tnc following

.
a® '' reeulrfKl, Sc., That |t le the Imperative duty ()f 11,Is

K"\ inuai-nt to U.vrlop tie rvauuru.., lucroiue lu revenue
end reulu ,u turpi.,, gold wltb » vleW tu »7peeSt I rXra

" '. l'l',*lb,e I thet It will retard 11,1. pur-
|>oee, dlKturb va.uee and Inti-rl'ere with tUo rrvrnue to ann-

bme bv taw'wh cr *,ny r""b*cV "r to undertake to tu il,e

ami iIji,!?'" *l'V Psyd'riitA .hall rommenoe. until gold
ana legal tuo lei notea have more nearly approxlmaleu 111
vidua tl.rougii the aporaliuli of natural uauei-a.

The consideration of Hie resolution was objected to.
ran i.inciii.n art association.

Tr' Clr|1-lot*, (rep.) of ill, lntrtMiucetl a bill to In-
corpora,« die Lincoln Art Association of WugUui -.

M'SoSX.Jff'.1 ." ""

v.- J"T,C A NKW EXWfTIVK MANSION.
Mr. mii.i.kk. irep.) of Pa., Introduced a bill in relit-

HO? 1,le a" K*e«ntive mansion on Meridian

Coiuntbla.
countJr 01 Washington. District of

it proposes to have appropriated a tract of land
Ik gaming at a pomt on tnc northern side of Bound¬
ary street, opposite the cagiern side of I'll teen in
street, west, where It mtei sccts lioaudary street e\-
leiniiiig tlieuce along the northern side of Bouudsiy
to a point opposite the western side of Seventeenth
street, west; theuoe lu u northern direction to Inter¬
sect the western side ol Central avenue.

rue bill was retorted to tho Committee on Public
Buildings and Ureuiida.
TIIK PRANKING PKIVILK.IE.PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

1.^ I .NCH'.lre,>-) °' Mf- UP°" » question of prlvl-
lege, lutil rca»l extracts irotn articles in the Cinctii-
nail MurVfe and the Worcester ,Vpp. tntlmaung" hut
he tun sold the use of his irauk, which was a com¬
mon thing among members of Congress, iio should
have takeu no notice or the mutter here but for tin.
article In the winch was edited by a member of
tho Mouse, and Irem the fact that the paper which
nft iU' n J."® "aU au'wlantlaiiy reiterated It
after all the circumstances had been Iuiiy ex¬
plained by telegraph. Me had fnuikod the Marea*.
lueJounttU, containing his speech, as u had been
the uniform practice of members to do, widen w as
in conformity to law, and was one of the purposes
for which the privilege was conferred. Believing
the newspaper a better medium of circulation than
patnphlom he should use it whenever he bad occa¬
sion, so long us the law allowed It. The right to do
¦o was precisely the same as that of newspuper pub-
Ushers to exchange. It was well known that
pamphlets had been In general use for frankVug for
many yeare by many members, and that tons of
newspapers and other documents hail been franked
by committees of both parties ponding Mm lare
atCrii'°!!i.arihiI,»iWOr" "°l enUUea lo Mm frank

^ th® v«7 newspaper which published
the libel upou bun had l>ecii so frsnkisl. iiieae
papers had known ail this and bail never called It an
abuse. Ilavtrg explained the matter fully and
shown, as ho said, the unfairness and InconsMtenoy

would leave It without furiiicr

-Yk' ^aldwini (rep-) of Mass., who Is the proprietor
of the Worcester .S)i|/, sulil the gentlemen certainly

""SEES tha' J® responsible for mo
aruc e in tiuestiou, which sppearetl in the .v»u during
his absence trom that city. His knowletlge ofthe
gentleman from Maine assured him the charges
could not possibly be into to the extent represented
From ths result of IBs investigstlon he f<.uud that
the geutleuiiin had acted entirely within the law it
was, however, undoubtedly true that the law was
deieative, and accordingly the required modifica¬
tions ought to Ims made.
Mr. iahy, (dent.) of Ohio, said the gentleman

froin Maine waa not the otuy member of the Hon o
attacked by the Cincinnati (hitrttr, which paper
bad tuade false clutrgt * again*! hliu. He would not
have cared lor th« art loin In tic tMic'v h ci it nor.
Imen copied into respectable pai«n like iho Now
Hork lYt'miif and ouramenled upon. He did not
consider the OOMfttt capable of slandering him.

AM KIIII'AN I HON COR KAM.KOAD.-i.
Mr. Pricr. (rep.) of Iowa. Introduced a hill pro¬

viding that all railroad companion which have ac¬
cepted or may hereafter accept any grant of land
from the United Mates or rrom any Htato whlcn liaa
received grant* of the public landa, ahull, In the con¬
struction of iltelr raiiroada and in the anhmquent
repair of the same, tt*e only Iron of American manu¬
facture; and. In case of i heir refnaal or neglect to do
ao, all nnch grunts of land to said cumpanlea ahull lie
null and void.
The bill was referred to the onmmlttee which re¬

ported it.
rmmrx or ran roon or tub district.

An inetfectual effort waa inndc to take np, with a
view to lut paaaage, the bill appropriating l.to.ooo
for the temporary relief of Hie poor and destitute
population in the litatrlct of Columbia.

IOWA WAR CI.AIM*.
The hill In regard to the claim* of the stale of Iowr

on account of the late war wan reported. It was re¬
ferred back to the committee which reported It with
Instructions.
MKCIIANtCH AND FAHNin*' BANK OS AI.BANV, N. V.
On motion of Mr. IIoopbr, (rep.) of Ma**., a r« no¬

tation waa passed calling on "to Secretary of the
Treasury for information In relation to the Moohaa-
lea and Farmers' Hank of Albany, N. V., whether
there have been evasions of law and omissions to
comply with the national currency act.
AFrOINTMRNT OK STP.AN RNUINBBRS IN THB NAVT.
Mr. Kri lry, (rep.) of Pa.. front the Committee on

Naval Affairs, reported a bill providing that rrom
and after this date, In order to secure further em-
ciency of the navjr, a civilian may be appolnteil by
ami with I he advice and consent of the Senate, to
Oil the position of Chief of the llnreau of Bteum Kn-
gmeerlng >n the Navy Hepaitincut.

TUB rttRSIIlRNT's ANNUA I. MBSSA01.
Mr. Jon tea, (dem.) ot Ky. asked leave to offer a pre¬

amble setting forth that,
Wiwreaa resolnilntii hmr<- heen introdurad ss<t p*«mad ta

hotli hfiitsss of "ungrws .ew.-iperlll-'tslni snrl ooSSsuinttig
the tats NPSMCC of ths PrMldrnl of Hot United mini
aapc-lmlljr upon ths aubjm t of tit* nstlunsl linmn. r# nail his
muiUMltonii relstlre to the »ile*lAdoii of the lielion ml taker-
rssmmnt; sml wticrwn It Is Iho right and duty of thn rrsst"
dmit to glvm to Ooacrgat Informailon of ths atmtm of fhm
llclon sn l rmootDmsad to thrlr roiiiMmrSllon such inoas irra
%. b« ill mil iliwm iimami t >nd SSpsdlSM: tm it thsrefore

lleanlveil, Th it inch resu ulliim arm mo InflRMMj upon
the right* of the KSMStlVS sod arm calculate! to otwtrilcl thm
faithful .|l«rlimre» of hit eosmtltullonsl dirty, and thmt bnw-
MS nrnrh Ih# I'lingl*"** may inter w'th Iho I'rMklcnt upon
him rsrommpo Imlii.ns In raaerd to ths discharge of thm
national debt It Inrolrps m lyir'thui which (houM hi nistqrsiyeoDslilned by every American .alien, ami which the Ameri¬
can paopia hare the rlglii to ileletrnliia, as Ihcjr rtoubll«M In
thair own good Dm* will, gorernmU hp lha prggadanla and
principles which hara coatrotlail the enlightened aatlons of
thn worhI mint according to the Mtsrnrte* which aurround
Iham, In a narinar which will TlndloaM thalr crndli and
honor.

Rewired, That 11*1,IX*) oopln* of thn lata annual Menage of
tha Krnakioat a published tor tba benefit.( tba paopia or Itio
United Hute*.
Objection was made to His consideration of the

above resolution.
Other business was transacted, Including tho in¬

troduction of mils and resolution*.
TUB not SR IN UOMMriTRR OK THE Wnot.K.

On motion of Mr. Wasiibi'hnb, of ill., the Man
w« nt Into Committee of the Whole on MM Stale of
the i nion, Mr. t ulloinln the chair, and aroetM nci to
thscoDstUeraUuu ol the President sannual Messageof HM7.

Mr. WtNnoa. of Minn., obtained the door and sd-
arsasoa the li. use on tue sahjoot of Hie Northern
Pacllle Railroad,

sraar* or an. window, op »iinni»«ota.
Mr. WiNtNiw, of Minn., snld the Northern Pintin

Railroad i* un enterprise in which Ills constituents
have a proivuud interest, lie souli cJdeaTvr to

show that it wan an c r, in a.I reelects proctl-
e ii.lo, and oti»* tuat ail. the government no
utouov, but will save vast cuius to the Treasury, ana
ouc tuat will strengthen the
augment tho public revenues and reduce the pubROburdens. In ntroiuptiiitf to point out nnw nf the pe-
culiar advantage* of till* rout ' he would not be un*
ilcrntuod to depreclato tUe uwi iu of other u Whim
conceding their tm-itUnable value to the
would Insist that in regard to length, climate water
communications agricultural auU uilnerul resource*,iJ the Northern Purine Una mlvantag.s aupo-
rlor to tlieui all. He discussed those l"""!^tioua at length, showing that by tln. North-
cm route the distance between the wait r*
ot the Atlantic and i'uculc is o5o®llea aliort'TUjanbv any others; and that from New York to Pugei
Sound the distance Is some *00 miles leas than from
New York to sau Kraaclaoo. 'that in Its grades a so
it has groat advantagaa; that the highest .utumRti
will have 10 cross Is 8,91:1 feet lower than on the
Central route. That in regard to ejuuate thereihnd
been great misapprehensions. He proved froui
otttelal reports and oilier ev Idenccs that the c.tinato
of \Vvlla Wiillu. tn latitude forty-six degrees, Is at.ui-
lar to Washington eltv. in latitude thirty eight, ue-
irrees-and that the Hitter Root Y alley, in latitudeforty six degrees to that of Philadelphia, with about
the suae amount of suow. He quoted numerous
suthorltlea showing the inllduess of the climate and
the freedom from suows In the mountains throug t
which this road will pass, and gave the reasons fiif
the peculiar meteorological condition existing tbc'j0-After demonstrating tue physical advautngwt »'lb*
Northern route he discussed the question. is u sab ,

expedient and necessary to grant the proi'oecd uid
at Lids iinn'?" He insisted that tt Is sale because ot
the sirttigftii provisions of the bill, of existing
void iitVH reaulrlnif tlio retention by the govern¬
ment of one-half the compensation for iervlcea ren-der^WoroU and the paymeat^ theoo^^ot live per cent on tlio not earningsas aidukiiigin »d
for the redemption of the bonds, amlof tnopr
visions auttiortxlng tho enforcement of the
nieut lieu, as tn oaao of default. It is safe V;1*' .

cause as shown by the chief engineer of toe roan
and of the engine rs <>f the \Yar I>ep_ilunen', tlio
company will have to expend from f.AM0,l>00 to
*100.000,000 to tut construction. wlt.ch wilt
be a lien autsiequoat to that of the govern-
moot Its safety is also demonstrated by thowfwktug results Uf the other Pacific Railroads par-
iiillv completed, by which tue government made an
actual net prollt in 1887 of thlrtv-Uve million dotIMS.Suotihtopay .» Ave Jens the entire amount.of
government bonds issued to them at that "nu«
which not protlis will be proportuuiatciy wr
when the roads aro completed* He clU-u tno ex
amnios of 'lie wise and conservative statesmen of
Great Itrttatn and Franco, showing that Great Bit*
tain had loaned on credit within ten years to rail¬
roads lu India, four hundred and 'OTtymllUon dol¬
lar*' that the debt of Great Britain Is three billion
nine hundred and AReon million dollars; nor stand-
tag arm" In uiue of peace mono hundred and nuwjy-eight thottsand oitlocrs and tuea. her tur-
n- tit annual expenses four hundred and
sixty-nine million dollars; her increase in
population during sixty-eight
id" ner cent; her Increase lit wealth lrom is,to to
icaij uriw (i\) nor cent. France &1ho had loaned her
credU ro ra.iw^H for $6»).000,00p; tier debt is
*2,20<<,000,000; her staudtug aruty 750,OOo men, her
annual expenditures in tlu,0.,"r,.nl^«xtvwJ*rsSftli.iKW.OOJ; her increase in population in mxtyvinra
«iv Q] cent, her growth In waaiiiu
about equal to ureal brltaiu. our public debt la

5:«l,ooo,oo0; our standing army about lfl.000 ; oW
annual expenditures, including interest on tho debt,
ions tnan t.tfto ojo,coo. being $ti«.ooo,ooo per annum
loss than those of Ureal Britain aiid fiy.cxHi.iMi nor
annum less than the cxpous^ of Frances our ln-
creaiC In population In seventy years IS too pot
cent, being sevenfold the Increase of Gr«rat
Britain aiwl nineteen times that of l'rauu).
imrtug the last decade our Increase 'JJriounlatlon was »,00u per cent greater than
that of Great Urltam; our increase In wealth from
18:10 to 18(H) was seven hundred per cent
that of Great Britain. During the same period tho
working results of the roads, noted by frunee
Great Britain, have demonstrated the wisdom and
en;ire saluty of that policy by wliich thoy wore built
with incalculably greater inducements and
¦until v to engage lit these great enterprises of tluv
century. Tho Northern Pacific Railroad is a mllRarynecessity. All ot onreiroru to maintain peacewtth
tho Indian tribes Ihave neon disgraceful and < "sny
failures, and always will be so unMl^we have proper
fsc lines for conducting ludun ware. The toUl of
our lndlsn ware for six years has 1»W^(»no litiodrcd inlllltHifi <»f dollar*. For all lh«i
have nccoinplislied absolutely nothing cxceplR
kill a few friendly Indians. Iho fault Is notlnojirnr f)lir nitloers. Wli v. thou, have we so signally
failed ? Because of tho titter impossibility of getting
at the foe; so long as has behind hiui a million and a
half square miles of unoccupied prairto and utoun-
lam fastnesses for a place of retreat tho government
will be powerless to control him and will iooniBono
to squander untold millions in futile
the oeoce- There is but oue remedy. 1 he construc¬
tion of rullrowls across the continent, therebyMtt-protecliSt settlements and cities will spring up,
and by which troops can lie speedily movw. Bay s
General Grant, "The completion of those roods wilt
mi far toworils a set manent octtleinent of our In-^rs»lH HO? Deueral Hhermsu of(tlm Kansas
Pacific road, "this road Is a unitary
sity." cava General Bhertdnn, it almojtsuostanilallv onda our Indian troubles. "u
also quoted to the same eBeot from
the opinions of Generals Hancock, Meigs, Ingalls,
^anisirn and others, showing that amoug the uiti-
ury amhorlttes of the country there is but one voice
on this point."The Northern Paotllo load talaM-
ci sMtiTssa measure of retrenchinent." Hoargum,
further, that this road Is a judicious roTcnuo uioa-
sure, and for several reasons. Klrst, because li win
stlinulaie l.llmt«railon, which was one of the chief
causes of our wonderful growth In wt olth as a na¬
tion. There hart been adrteil to the national wealth
witnin tue last Ave years, by Immigration alone,
more thau IWW,000,000, fiw.ow.ooo of Which hoi!
been ortrtert. In tho shupe of coin, to tno
clrcnloUon of the eountry. Immigration instinc¬
tively toilows Its owu parallels of latitude. Four-
tilths of our foreign populatmu are from those oarw
of i.urope which lie north of me parallel of tlioNorVoernl'ui'lile. road. This rood wli twpwEUoriy
potent in sttmulating Iminigration, tamow * will
o|ien up u settleinent In 'Hat portoftbe l"|b"c h"
nialn which in climate aud prisluctlona will meet
Uie wttina of Hie populutions of Northern huropt-
Hecoiul, it will develop our agricultural nnd miuinM
resources, mid thereby greatly sueiigthiMi tiio puljllJcredit, augineut the public revenues and reduce tno
public burdens. The true way n>p»v the naOotialdnbhIs to develop the national res,»urc,'S. Uo puMw
ilclit of tt nation Is great or sm»l aixwrding to tho
proportion It bears to the putrtlc wealth. A dnhs
uitti would have crashed ih« Onhe-ihtaieetn lsOO
would scarcely tie felt to-day. To have (told the
debt of la*s»|iti l"4 i woulB hare required ninety tier
cent of all tho property, publle and private. In thn
naUon. ropay our preaeat Bebt to-day would ro-
qulre only eight per eent of our present property.
It tue debt slut.I remain auchanged and our uaUonal
wei.iu ituiil lno.rt'AMt in fulttW iw in itw lit
Gie year lsoo It will rt* less than one-eighth as great
a uunlru as now. A Ux of one |>er eeni on thd
probable weaBIt of the year 10 0 will pay our entire
national debt, while It now requires »ue per «*»« '«£Uie expfQM* of ii muni** yew. Ileiuw It i* cleu*
tiuii the bunlen of our debt diminishes lis
the same rmtto that our wealth Increttwsu
Tho entlro accumulatioiia of wealth in this eaanirr
for 000 years prior lo 1830, when the Arst railroanwlw hui'u.wrere «Vimstod st fg,»».\«0.00.k From 1 Od
to isoo there were oonstrucusl In the RnlteB B'stea
no.im miles of railroad, and our national wealth in-
creaaed to iRklw.uoo.imo. Thus It appears that dur¬
ing the thirty vein of railway development thero
luMbeon added to the national wealth an amounc
six hundred per rent greater than the entfrd
accumulations of ttbe l» yeam JWtov to thal
Uuie. The average fnerease of wealth prior to 1#W
was tlXSAAOOO per annum. From la.vi to tats), iiict
period of greatest railway development In tlrtg
eountry, the average annual Increasei ot wealth *m
|iwi,aii,nuo. Mom ana and Idaho had in RmT pro¬
duced over tiro-*),ox) In r»ld and atlver. Thla haA
lieeu done at the same time ibat thn people ol thoad
Territories weiepaying »*ooper tm!h>r freighu'and
for everything else in the same proportion. Give thd
facilities for cheap freljfhu and cbeap labor that thm
road will afford and they will odd to the gold an*
atlver of the eountry at least |ao,uoo,ooo per annum,
lie unfiled llittl the Northern Phollo nmd »i com¬
mercial necessity. »pee»use It will be required by the
Business of tho country »ml become no other roed
will ao oertainly control the trade or Rnrope out*
Asia. This road was not only much the shortest llnd
between oceans, aa already mown, bat,, he elated bw
the t hief Engtoeer of the ttdtqd FadAe road^ 'i8
would save the water tranaporutwmfronithe htra d
of Bon Juan de Knctt to Man Kranctaco. aa all vesseig
coming from rhino, India, Ac., make our wajtthe inouth of these straits: so that from New Tort to
China the difference in favor of tbts routw
Is from one thouaand to twelve huadrs*
miles." He insisted that our PoclAc railruttdd
should fttrnish a staking fund Ibr ibe pavment ¦
our national dent. This system had been tonmt
practically successful In other nations, why mey uot.
it he ao In ourat Fram e, Mpoln. Ih»r1ttgal. Baiy.
Austria, Holland and Belgium all act upon this prin¬
ciple. A government tax of two per cent«ju i «
gross earning* of the roads will be n > burden op«»
them, but If mutually appGwt as n ainhing fumi whl
In n few year* produce aattmiBhing tew"» JJmating Uie gn aa eariiiugs ol these trunk nn t*
the Pacific at itte same rare per inlle as "' » agm
of the New Yorttentral. I'ennsy Ivanis .tnd R ichIga«
Central Railroads will give V.V' h^oukl aaauiniRut, to Illustrate his proposition, he wouwi aamin m
that lor ntueiy years sucn gross> lanRnga woniu ow
a hundred million dollars i^r am urn. «m which n
government ux of two l*r ro%wouW rnloa ¦¦ anN

fAnv^Sii?^ rrunlr' mcty0'^ luo^UIf Hivomca WIT* '' '
,.,,.1 it tho nnd of ihAfitRn«mHmn?t"?o fi'v?' si'.'.",*»-»"«"> "seceding thwIIgTm buu of the I niu 'l Mfatsa. If two mllltona bn

un, ^,t snnuui r to Bie purchase of Dnltod Mt*MnppBAd anavMiJ m»
,.ent Interest It would hinViictv rear- if the iitglUt accruing on nil bonddSnreifamSTbe retnrestrst in hoods at the anme rat^riviurMhc tsxaiioii of the people to the extent ofSi' (W) (W per annum and at the same time proridnnMnTtuTwM "> »"rs w-011 **

entire debt. 1
itPtlBCH BY MB. TAUT, OF OHIO.

Mr. Cart d«ilvan <1 a *p«wl» preaeiiiPu the »lor1
or thti workiui|m«n whom ho had H10 1 w»or tu ro,n
unlit. Ill th«* roiiri«) of tua remark* tp <nkl..U m
ia'i>m vm too much In tM intercut of c.ipi'.tl. wi
«¦ 'noil improper advantage* ov r In tcl i

11 lAvtx, the c*t«iiilshTiiont or inoiinpoiic*. 1110 tfivtt
of Apeelal privllcK 'i mut ImnkiiiM ajtaUin-s ani«n
pn.ito lahor wiiiioui equivalent, and tbeoo men. r
11Ail liroiifflit the worm g daw* to view aeir pro
condition, nrul the; were learning Hint bniiot on
are atrongcr than arum*.

aiiioi myhfyt.
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